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CLAIMS: 

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

!. A system for rating data across heterogeneous 
networks comprising/ 

a first networ/c having a first protocol; 
a second netwlrk having a second protocol, wherein 
the secc/nd protocol is incompatible with the 
first ptotocol; 
a first device connected to the first network; 
a second defice connected to the second network; 

a switch ciupled between the first network and the 

seconid network; 
wherein riquests from the first device to the 

secc/nd device are formatted according to the 
fiit protocol and transmitted to the switch; 

wheretrif the switch is configured to detect the 
riquests and to reformat the requests 
iccording to the second protocol and transmit 
the requests to the second device. 



2 The /system of claim 1 wherein the first network is 
an out-oi-band network and the second network is an xn- 
band netiwork. 
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3 The system of claim 1 »^ein th. switch comp res 
M HTTP serve, coulled to an HTTP client, wherem the 
HTTP is col«e, to receive the revests 

formatted according to the first P^\<™ ^ 

+-v,o HTTP client is configured 
first device and wherein the HTTP cue 

to the second protocol to the second device. 

4 The system of claim 1 wherein the system further 
comprises a default gateway coupled to the frrst 
network. 

5. The system 
comprises a pro> 



o£ claim 1 wherein the system further 
y server coupled to the first network. 



of claim 1 wherein the system further 
eual l which is separate from the switch. 



6. The system 
comprises a fii 

7 The syste. of claim i wherein the request includes 
an IP address corresponding to the switch and 
information identifying the second device and 
subject of thje request. 

8 The system of claim 1 wherein the switch is 
clnfig red To receive the requests and to identrfy the 
requests asLing directed to the second devrce. 
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/ the requests 

inches a Xord which indicate ha 

th e request/shouid be *>~» de< \ t0 ^ s „ itch is 

configU J d to identic th. 

to the /econd device by detecting the 
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10 . A method for routin data across heterogeneous 

networks comprising: 1 

formulating a first (request for data xn a frrst 

device; 

iJst request to a switching 
jrst network, wherein the first 
nsmitted according to a first 



transmitting the fi 
device via a f 
request is tra 
protocol; 
formulating in the 
request corre 
transmitting the s> 



switching device a second 
ponding to the first request; 
>cond request to a second device 
via a second Ltwork, wherein the second 
request is transmitted according to a second 
protocol and wherein the second protocol xs 
ith the first protocol; 
t response in the second device, 
serein the lirst response is response to 
the second rfequest; 
transmitting the first response to the switching 
device via Le second network, where.n the 
first response is transmitted according to 
the second protocol; 
formulating J the switching device a second 

response/corresponding to the first response 

and , 

transmitting the second response to the frrst 

device/ wherein the response is transited 
according to the first protocol. 
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H The method of clfm 10 wherein the switching 
device comprises a sefver coupled to the first network 
and a client coupled to the second network, wherexn 
transmitting the firit request to the switching device 
comprises transmitting the first request to the server 
and wherein formulating the second request comprises 
the client formulating the second request. 

12 . The method of /claim 10 wherein the first request 
and the second request ask for the same data. 

' 13 . The method L claim 10 wherein the first response 
and the second /esponse provide the same data. 

14 . The methi of claim 10 wherein formulating the 
requests comprises formulating HTTP requests. 

15 The metlod of claim 10 wherein transmitting the 
first requelt to a switching device comprises 
transmitting the first request to a device other than 
default gateway. 

16 . The Lthod of claim 10 wherein transmitting the 
first reluest to a switching device comprises 
transmitting the first request to a device other than 
proxy server. 
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claim 10 wherein formulating the 
•ises formulating a uniform resource 
includes an IP address corresponding 
(le vice and information identifying the 



17 . The method o 
first request corner 
locator (URL) tha 
to the switching 
subject of the request 

^ i M wherein formulating the 
ir The method af claim 17 wnerem 

"^request closes formulating a 0K L that further 

=n .Hrress of the second device, 
comprises an adqress ui 



19. The method 
switching devi 



of claim 10 further comprising the 
identifying the first request as being 



switching aeviM= — -< no .„ nrk 

dir ected to a Lice connected to the second network 

20 The meth/d of claim 19 further comprising the 
Etching dele footing the su bj ect of the » 
request in tie second request and forwarding the 
request to if he second device. 

21 The Jthod of claim 19 further comprising the 
switching /device identifying a keyword in the first 
request, /herein the Keyword indicates the format of 
the info/mation contained in the first request. 

22 Thi method of claim 21 further comprising parsing 
the information contained in the first request 
Lorlng to the format identified b y the keyword. 
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s for 



20 



25 



a server configured 
from a device 
the first requ 



23 a network interface *or enabling communications 
first network hiving a first protocol and a 

reirnirr^ing . f - ; 

to receive a first request 
< )n the first network, wherein 
1st contains an indicator that 
the first 're Jest is directed to a device on 
the second network; and 
.client coupled ft*, server and configured to 
reC eive information from the server 
indicating fe device on the 

and the inflation requested fro. the devrce 
on the secdnd network; 

tL-c i«? further configured to 

network; . 

.herein the c lent is further ^ i^red to 

receive /the requested information from the 
devl ce L the second network and to convey 
the re/uested information to the server, and 
herein the/server is configured to transit the 
requested information to the device on the 
first/ network. 

2 , Th e network interface of 

r-. /utt p server, the client 

- ^cond requests are uniform resource 

locators (URLs) . 



30 
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25 The network interface of claim 24 wherein the URL 

^ ^ first request includes an address 
corresponding to the first requ 

h-™ to the server and wherein the indicator 
corresponding to tne seivci 

comprises a predetermined key word. 

26 The network intlface of claim 25 wherein the URL 
corresponding to thJ first request contains a URL 
following the key wJrd, wherein the client is 
configured to produL the URL following the key word as 
the URL corresponding to the second request. 

27 The network ilterface of claim 23 wherein the TCP 
server is configured to detect URLs containing the key 
word and the TCP Jlient is configured to generate new 
URLs corresponding to the detected URLs, wherein the 
new URLs do not cLtain the key word. 

28 The network/interface of claim 23 wherein the 
client is confilred to generate requests which are 
formatted according to a physical layer protocol that 
is different tin the physical layer protocol according 
to which the f/rst request is transmitted to the 
server . 

29 The net/ork interface of claim 23 wherein the 
network interface comprises a switch containing the 
server and the client. 



GrayCary\AU\4038606.1 



